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Study	  Guide	  
	  
Questions that align with the Common Core 
State Standards for 3-5. To find the CCSS 
explanations, consult the Common Core website  
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy 
 
Reading Standards for Literature 
Key Ideas and Details 
RL 3.1, 3.3, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 5.3 
Craft and Structure 
RL 3.5, 3.6, 4.6, 5.4, 5.5 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
RL 3.7 
 
 
1. How did Ally’s ideas about family evolve throughout the story? How did she 
feel about her family at the beginning of the book? How did she feel about family 
at the end of the book? (RL 3.3) 
 
2. Family is one theme of this novel. Discuss another theme using examples from 
the text.  (RL 4.2) 
 
3. What did the family jewel symbolize? How did it keep the Restelli family 
together through the generations? (RL 5.4) 
 
4. What characteristics made Ciro a good friend for Ally? (RL 3.3) 
 
5. How do you feel about Ally’s suspicions regarding Crooks at the beginning of 
the book? Do you believe Ally’s feelings were justified? (RL 4.3)  
 
6. Do the Jeweled House floor plans help create the tone of the house? How do 
these sketches aid in the reading of the story? (RL 3.7) 
 
7. Why do you think the author chose to use names of gems and jewels as the 
chapter titles? Why do you think the author chose those particular jewels for each 
chapter? (RL 3.5) 
 
8. The point-of-view of this novel is in third person. How different would the story 
be if told by Ally in first-person point-of-view? (RL 4.6) 
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9. Describe Crooks. Would you call him a villain? How did his actions contribute 
to Ally finding the family jewels? (RL 3.3) 
 
10. When Ally found the threatening note in the bookcase’s hidden compartment, 
did you think she was right to not tell Aunt Vera? (RL 4.1) 
 
11. Do you think it was foolish or courageous of Ally and Ciro to sneak into 
Crooks’ house? What would you have done? (RL 3.3) 
 
12. When Ally first met Crooks, it was a tense conversation. Why? (RL 5.5) 
 
13. Compare and contrast Ally’s reaction to finding the threatening note to Ciro’s 
reaction to the note. (RL 5.3)   
 
14. Explain how the weather plays a part in the novel. (RL 4.3) 
 
15. Do Ally and Ciro make likely friends? (R.L 5.3) 
 
16. If you were Aunt Vera, how would you have answered Ciro’s questions in the 
last chapter?  “Are you going to sell the necklace to keep the house? Or are you 
going to sell the house and wear the necklace?” (RL 3.1) 
 
17. Would you describe Ally as resourceful? Use quotes from the text to help you 
defend your answer. (RL 5.4) 
 
18. If you lived in a home that was said to have a hidden treasure inside, would 
you look for it? Was Ally right to look for the family jewel even though Aunt Vera 
asked her not to waste her time? (RL 3.6) 
 
19. How did Aunt Vera’s character change throughout the book? What was she 
like at the beginning? How was she in the middle? Did she change at the end of 
the book? (RL 4.3) 
 
20. After reading Ally’s adventure, have your thoughts about family changed?  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


